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(57) ABSTRACT

This invention comprises a control device and a communi-
cation port device applied to drone, and a drone using such
devices. The control device comprises a carrier board and a
main control board that is detachably configured on the
carrier board, said main control board is electrically con-
nected with the carrier board, and the carrier board is
configured with an interface device in which connections
between a plurality of kinds of external devices with said
carrier board are established. The carrier board is mainly
used for connection with other external electronic devices
and power distribution, and the main control board is
responsible for processing sensor data and delivering control
information. The main control board and the carrier board
are connected through a single interface to enable a data
transmission. The communication port device is configured
on the drone flight controller.

9 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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DRONE AND CONTROL DEVICE AND
COMMUNICATION PORT DEVICE
THEREOF

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document
contains material, which is subject to copyright protection.
The copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile
reproduction by anyone of the patent document or the patent
disclosure, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office
patent file or records, but otherwise reserves all copyright
rights whatsoever.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to China Patent Applica-
tion No. 201720757034.4 filed Jun. 27, 2017, the disclosure
of which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to the technical field of drone
equipment, particularly to a control device, a communica-
tion port device and a drone using the control device and the
communication port device.

BACKGROUND

Drone flight controllers require cabled communication
with external devices to obtain and deliver information. At
present, the electronic components of drones on the market
are divided into the following categories: flight controllers,
electronic speed controllers, motors, and other sensors such
as GPS, cameras etc. The flight controller is the brain of a
drone, responsible for processing the information from each
sensor and delivering major control commands. The flight
controller delivers control signals to the electronic speed
controller, then the electronic speed controller controls the
speed of the motor. Flight controllers on the market typically
include a main processing chip, microelectromechanical
systems (MEMS) sensors and interfaces for connection with
other external electronic devices. In practical use, a common
flight controller will connect with a number of electronic
devices, such as electronic speed controller, GPS, camera
etc. The drone flight controller uses external interfaces to
communicate with other external devices. A communication
protocol corresponds to an independent external interface,
such as PWM, CAN, serial ports etc. Conventionally, the
external interface usually adopts the JST-GH or DF13 inter-
face.

At present, because flight controllers on the market
require cabled connections to communicate with other elec-
tronic devices during use, a number of cables will be
connected to the flight controller, resulting in complex
cabling. The existing tightly-arranged external interfaces
lead to excessive numbers of cables during use, resulting in
cluttered cables easily causing installation and troubleshoot-
ing difficulties. Meanwhile, the drone flight controller itself
does not have a reliable way to attach to the drone rack, and
it is usually fixed with double-sided tape, so it is inevitable
that there is a risk of it falling off during the flight. Moreover,
it is not convenient for the user to replace the flight con-
troller when there are excessive cables. If the user wants to
upgrade the flight controller, cables are required to be
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unplugged for replacement, which is inconvenient. With
respect to the above problem, no effective solution has yet
been proposed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a control device to solve the
problem that the cabling of the existing drone flight con-
troller is complicated and the replacement of the flight
controller is inconvenient due to connection with a number
of kinds of electronic devices.

To achieve the above purposes, the invention provides a
control device. The control device according to the invention
comprises a carrier board and a main control board that is
detachably configured on the carrier board, the main control
board is electrically connected with the carrier board, and
the carrier board is configured with an interface device
which allows a plurality of external devices to be connected
with the carrier board.

Further, a slot is configured on the carrier board, and the
main control board is detachably configured in the slot.
Further, a data connector is configured on the carrier board,
a data interface is configured on a position of the main
control board corresponding to the data connector, and the
data connector is connected to the data interface. Further, the
data connector includes power supply pins, so that the
carrier board supplies power to the main control board when
the data connector is connected to the data interface. Further,
the side of the carrier board is configured with at least one
power interface for connecting an external power source, so
that the carrier board and the main control board are pow-
ered by an external power source. Further, the interface
device includes a bus interface and an output interface, and
the interface device further includes at least one of a
remote-control interface, a GPS interface, a telemetry inter-
face and an analog digital signal conversion interface. Fur-
ther, the bus interface includes at least one of a CAN bus
interface, an 12C bus interface and an USB interface. Fur-
ther, the output interface includes at least one of a PWM
interface, a PPM interface and a S.BUS interface.

In another aspect of this invention, a drone employing the
aforesaid control device is also provided. The drone accord-
ing to this invention is characterized in that the drone is
provided with the aforesaid control device. Further, the
control device is detachably mounted on the drone.

Another purpose of this invention is to reduce the number
of drone flight controller cables connected to the external
devices, and improve the stability of the connection between
the drone flight controller and the external devices.

To achieve the purpose, this invention provides a com-
munication port device for mounting on the drone flight
controller. In one embodiment of present invention, the
communication port device is a DF17 connector, and the
DF17 connector is provided with screw holes and screws
that match the screw holes. The DF17 connector is secured
to the drone using the screws and screw holes, one end of the
DF17 connector is connected to the main control board, and
the other end is connected to the carrier board. The DF17
connector reduces the number of connection cables between
the drone flight controller and the external devices, and the
DF17 connector can be fixed onto the drone using its screw
holes and screws, thus improving the connection stability.

Further, the DF17 connector is an 80-pin connector.
Further, the number of screw holes is 4 and the screw holes
are arranged at the four vertices of the DF17 connector
respectively, and the four screw holes are rectangular. The
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evenly-arranged four screw holes ensure uniform stress
throughout the DF17 connector when the DF17 connector is
secured to the drone.

In various embodiments of present invention, other com-
patible connectors known in the art may also be used with
the communication port to achieve the above objectives.

In various embodiments of this invention, the device
connection portion is separated from the data processing
portion of the flight controller, and the carrier board is
connected with the external devices. The main control board
is only responsible for processing data and delivering con-
trol information, and the main control board is detachably
connected with the carrier board, so that the user only needs
to simply replace the main control board during the upgrade
of the flight controller, without the need for re-cabling,
thereby solving the problem of complicated cables and
inconvenience of replacement of the flight controller due to
connection of a plurality of electronic devices to existing
drone flight controllers. The above technical solution
reduces the number of cables on the drone flight controller
for connection with various external devices and provides
the stability of the connection between the external inter-
faces and the drone flight controller.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

To explain more clearly the embodiments of this inven-
tion or technical solutions in the prior art, the drawings in the
embodiments will be briefly described as below. The draw-
ings in the following description are only exemplary
embodiments for a further understanding of this invention,
from which the other features, objects and advantages of this
invention will become more apparent. The drawings of the
illustrative embodiments of this invention and their descrip-
tion are used to explain this invention and do not constitute
improper limitations to this invention. For those skilled in
the art, other embodiments may also be derived from these
drawings. Among the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of the control device of the
first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of the control device of the
second embodiment; and

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of one surface of the
communication port device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

To enable those skilled in the art to better understand this
invention, the technical solutions in the embodiments of this
invention will be described clearly and completely in com-
bination with the drawings in the embodiments of this
invention. The embodiments described herein are part of this
invention but not exhaustive. Based on the embodiments of
this invention, all other embodiments obtained by those of
ordinary skill in the art without making creative efforts shall
fall within the protection scope of this invention.

It should be noted that the terms “first”, “second” and the
like in the specification, claims and the above drawings of
this invention are used to distinguish similar objects and are
not necessarily used to describe a specific sequence or order
of priorities. It should be understood that such data may be
interchanged as appropriate for the embodiments of this
invention described herein. In addition, the terms “include”
and “comprise” and any variations thereof are intended to
cover non-exclusive inclusions. For example, a process, a
method, a system, a product or a device that comprises a
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series of steps or units is not necessarily limited to those
steps or units clearly listed but may also include other steps
or units not explicitly listed or inherent to such process,
method, product or device.

In this invention, the orientations or positional relation-
ship indicated by the terms “upper”, “lower”, “left”, “right”,
“front”, “back”, “top”, “bottom”, “inner”, “outer”, “middle”
and the like are based on the orientations or positional
relationship shown in the drawings. These terms are primar-
ily for purposes of better describing this invention and its
embodiments, and are not intended to limit the devices
elements or components to a particular orientation or to limit
their construction and operation in a particular orientation.

In addition, some of the above terms may be used to
indicate other meanings besides orientation or positional
relationship. For example, the term “upper” may also be
used to indicate a certain attachment relationship or con-
nection relationship in some cases. Those of ordinary skill in
the art can understand the specific meanings of these terms
in this invention according to specific circumstances.

In addition, the terms “installation”, “disposed”, “connec-
tion” and “connected” should be interpreted broadly. For
example, it may be a fixed connection, detachable connec-
tion or integral configuration; it may be a mechanical
connection or electrical connection; it may be a direct
connection, or indirect connection through an intermediate
medium, or an internal connection between two devices or
elements or components. Those of ordinary skill in the art
can understand the specific meanings of the above terms in
this invention according to specific circumstances.

It should be noted that the embodiments in this invention
and the features in the embodiments can be combined with
each other in the absence of conflict. This invention will be
described in detail below with reference to the drawings and
in combination with the embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 1, this invention relates to a drone flight
controller. The flight controller comprises a carrier board 1
and a main control board 2. The main control board 2 is
detachably configured on the carrier board 1. The data
transmission between the carrier board 1 and the main
control board 2 is realized through the data connector 4. The
carrier board 1 is configured with a plurality of interface
devices 3 for connecting different external electronic
devices, so as to transmit the data sent from the external
electronic device to the main control board 2, and the control
signal sent from the main control board 2 is sent to each
electronic device.

As shown in FIG. 1, in an optional embodiment of this
invention, the carrier board 1 has a rectangular structure, the
main control board 2 is a controller block, and both the
carrier board 1 and the main control board 2 adopt a plastic
material shell. A slot is configured in the middle of the
carrier board 1, and the main control board 2 is locked in the
slot. A data connector 4 is configured in the middle of the
slot. When the main control board 2 is locked in the slot, the
data interface on the main control board 2 is just inserted
into the data connector 4, thus realizing data transmission
between the carrier board 1 and the main control board 2. In
this invention, only one data interface is used for data
transmission between the carrier board 1 and the main
control board 2, which is convenient for connection and
facilitates the replacement of the main control board 2. In an
optional embodiment of this invention, the data connector 4
adopts a DF17 interface device.

As shown in FIG. 1, in an optional embodiment of this
invention, the main control board 2 is locked into the slot of
the carrier board 1, and the carrier board 1 and the main
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control board 2 are fixed by 4 screws. Meanwhile, as the data
connector 4 uses a DF17 interface device, the DF17 inter-
face device also plays a role of fixation.

In this embodiment, no power supply device is provided
on the carrier board 1 and the main control board 2.
Therefore, an external power supply device is required to
supply power to the carrier board 1 and the main control
board 2. As shown in FIG. 1, two power interfaces 5 are
configured on the top side of the carrier board 1 for con-
necting external power devices. In an optional embodiment
of this invention, the power interfaces 5 can connect 5V
external power devices.

In this invention, the main control board 2 is powered by
the carrier board 1, the data connector 4 of the carrier board
1 further includes a plurality of power supply pins, and the
data interface of the main control board 2 also includes a
power supply pin interface. When the data interface of the
main control board 2 is plugged into the data connector 4 of
the carrier board 1, the carrier board 1 can supply power to
the main control board 2 through the power pins on the data
connector 4. In an optional embodiment of this invention,
the data connector 4 uses a DF17 interface device, and the
DF17 interface device includes a plurality of power pins.

As shown in FIG. 1, a plurality of interface devices 3 for
connecting different external electronic devices are provided
on the outside of the carrier board 1. As there are many types
of drones, the electronic devices configured thereon are also
different. To prevent waste of the interfaces and reduce the
weight of the flight controller, various kinds of carrier boards
1 of the control device can be selected to adapt to different
drones. For example, when the user’s drone has no GPS
device, a smaller carrier board 1 without a GPS interface can
be selected when selecting a carrier board 1, so as to lower
the weight of the flight controller.

In an optional embodiment of this invention, the top side
of'the carrier board 1 is configured with various kinds of bus
interfaces, including two CAN bus interfaces, two 12C bus
interfaces and one USB interface for connecting different
external electronic devices.

The side of the carrier board 1 is also configured with a
plurality of output interfaces, such as a S.BUS interface
configured on the top side of the carrier board 1 and a PWM
interface 6 configured on a side of the carrier board 1, which
are used to deliver control signals to multiple motors or other
electronic devices of the drone.

In addition, multiple kinds of interfaces for connecting
external devices are also configured on the carrier board 1 in
this embodiment, such as a remote-control interface
(TELEM interface) for accessing remote control signals, a
telemetry interface (Spektrum interface) for accessing
telemetry signals, a GPS interface for accessing GPS sig-
nals, and an analog digital signal conversion interface.

In this embodiment, the side of the carrier board 1 is
further configured with a USB interface 7 for USB commu-
nication with other devices on the carrier board 1, and a
debug interface 8 for receiving debug signal.

In this invention, the main control board 2 mainly
includes a processing chip and a MEMS sensor. A Micro-
USB interface for data transmission and a SD slot for
accessing SD memory card are also configured on the side
of the main control board 2.

As shown in FIG. 3, this invention provides a communi-
cation port device for mounting on the drone flight control-
ler. The communication port device is a data connector 4,
and the data connector 4 is preferably a DF17 connector. The
DF17 connector is configured with screw holes 9 and screws
that match the screw holes. The DF17 connector is secured

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

to the drone using the screws and the screw holes (specifi-
cally, such as drone rack, shell and other mechanical struc-
tures), so as to ensure tightly integration with the mechanical
structure of the drone. Furthermore, one end of the DF17
connector is connected to the main control board, and the
other end is connected to the carrier board. Other compatible
connectors known by those of ordinary skill in the art can
also be adopted on the data connector 4.

To enable a drone flight controller to receive or deliver
information, a conventional drone flight controller needs to
be configured with a variety kinds of communication ports,
such as JST-GH and DF13 interfaces etc., resulting in
cluttered cables due to excessive external device interfaces.
To solve this problem, this invention provides a communi-
cation port device that integrates all interfaces connecting
external devices. This invention is realized by integration of
all interfaces into the DF17 connector, so the DF17 connec-
tor reduces the number of cables of the external devices
connected to the drone flight controller. In this embodiment,
the DF17 connector is an 80-pin connector. The greater the
number of pins, the more data can be received from different
protocols, thus achieving the purpose of multiple interface
integration. Specifically, it can include a PWM signal input
and output, a CAN bus, an 12C protocol and a serial
communication protocol, etc.

During actual use, the communication port device on the
drone flight controller serves as a male end, and the con-
nection interface of an external device serves as a female
end, that is, the connection interface of an external device
also has to be a DF17 connector, and different external
connection devices need to use a DF17 connector as the
female end, so as to achieve matching with the male end
mounted on the flight controller and enable data interaction.
Meanwhile, the communication port device described in this
invention is secured to the drone through the screw holes and
screws of the DF17 connector (specifically, it can be secured
to the rack or other mechanical structures of the drone), so
as to improve the connection stability between the two. In
this embodiment, the number of screw holes is 4, the screw
holes are respectively set at the four vertices of the DF17
connector, and the four screw holes are rectangular. The
evenly arranged four screw holes ensure uniform stress
throughout the DF17 connector when the drone flight con-
troller is secured to the mechanical structure of the drone, so
that the service life of the DF17 connector can be improved.
Meanwhile, the period of use of the communication port
device is extended, thus reducing the cost of data interaction
with external devices.

Another aspect of this invention also provides a drone
using this flight controller. The flight controller can be
detachably installed on the drone through screws. During
installation, it should be noted that the control device should
be installed near the center of gravity of the drone. Various
electronic devices on the drone can be directly connected to
the interface device 3 of the carrier board 1 of control device.
At the same time, the user can select different carrier boards
1 according to the type of drone. For example, when there
is no GPS device on the user’s drone, a smaller carrier board
1 without a GPS interface can be selected during the
selection of a carrier board 1, so as to lower the weight of
the flight controller.

From the above description, it can be seen that this
invention solves the problem that the drone flight control
portion needs to be directly connected with the electronic
components. In this way, when the user replaces or upgrades
the flight controller, the user only needs to remove the main
control board from the carrier board, and then install the new
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main control board. There is no need to unplug the cables of
other electronic devices, thus saving the replacement time.
This embodiment also solves the problem that the drone
flight controller cannot be customized. The users can use
different versions of carrier board to adapt to their drones.
There are some light and small carrier boards have fewer
interfaces and are suitable for users who do not require too
many connections to electronic devices. Large-sized carrier
boards are suitable for users who require many connections
to external devices.
The above descriptions are only preferred embodiments
of this invention and are not intended to limit this invention.
Various modifications and changes may be made to this
invention by those skilled in the art without departing from
the scope of the attached claims. Any modifications, equiva-
lent substitutions, improvements etc. within the spirit and
principles of this invention shall be included in the scope of
protection of this invention. Therefore, the above figures and
description are illustrative in nature, and should not be
construed to limit the scope of protection of the claims of
this invention.
What is claimed is:
1. A control device, characterized in that it comprises
a carrier board (1) and
a main control board (2) that is detachably configured on
the carrier board (1), said main control board (2) is
electrically connected with the carrier board (1), and
said carrier board (1) is configured with an interface
device (3) in which connections between a plurality of
kinds of external devices to be connected with the said
carrier board (1);

wherein said interface device (3) comprises:
a bus interface,
an output interface, and
at least one of:

a remote-control interface, a GPS interface, a telem-
etry interface, and an analog digital signal con-
version interface;

wherein said bus interface comprises at least one of:

a CAN bus interface,
an 12C bus interface,
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a USB interface,
PWM interface,
PPM interface, and
a S.BUS interface.

2. The control device according to claim 1, characterized
in that a slot is configured on said carrier board (1), and said
main control board (2) is detachably configured in said slot.

3. The control device according to claim 1, characterized
in that a data connector (4) is configured on said carrier
board (1), a data interface is configured on a position of the
main control board (2) corresponding to the data connector
(4), said data connector (4) is connected to said data inter-
face.

4. The control device according to claim 3, characterized
in that said data connector (4) comprises power supply pins,
so that said carrier board (1) supplies power to the main
control board (2) when said data connector (4) is connected
to the data interface.

5. The control device according to claim 1, characterized
in that a side of said carrier board (1) is configured with at
least one power supply interface (5) for connecting an
external power source, such that said carrier board (1) and
said main control board (2) are powered by an external
power source.

6. The control device according to claim 3, characterized
in that said data connector (4) is a DF17 connector, and said
DF17 connector is configured with screw holes and screws
that match the screw holes, said DF17 connector is secured
to a drone using said screws and screw holes, one end of said
DF17 connector is connected to said controller, and the other
end is connected to the carrier board.

7. The control device according to claim 6, characterized
in that the DF17 connector is an 80-pin connector.

8. The control device according to claim 6, characterized
in that the number of said screw holes is 4, said screw holes
are arranged at four vertices of said DF17 connector respec-
tively, and said four screw holes are rectangular.

9. A drone, characterized in that said drone is configured
with the control device of claim 1.
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